APPENDIXF

Summary of Comments on October 2014 Draft Plan

SAINT PAUL BICYCLE PLAN




































































































































ORGANIZATION AND GROUP STATEMENTS



</

Fresh

December 7, 2014

Reuben Collins, Project Manager
City of Saint Paul

25 West 4th Street

1500 City Hall Annex

Saint Paul, MN 55102

Re: Comments on the DRAFT Saint Paul Bicycle Plan

Submitted electronically via: reuben.collins@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Dear Mr. Collins:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments regarding the City of Saint Paul’s DRAFT
Bicycle Plan.

Fresh Energy appreciates that the City of Saint Paul has prioritized investment in a more
connected and balanced bikeways network throughout the city. We’re highly supportive of
the vision to “become a world-class bicycling city, accommodating cyclists of all skill levels
for both transportation and recreation while encouraging bicycle use as a part of everyday
life.” We value that biking is being viewed as part of the City’s transportation system and not
just an alternative mode.

We recognize the importance of the City having strong partnerships to implement the City’s
first citywide comprehensive bike plan. Fresh Energy stands ready to help address the
challenges and opportunities ahead. Overall, we are in strong support of the plan’s
principles, however, we do have specific comments related to the implementation strategy:

= Downtown Trail Loop
o We strongly support the development of the Downtown Trail Loop and
the role it will play to encourage bicycle ridership and investment.

o The plan states “the downtown trails will take on more of an urban
character and may be constructed out of a number of different
materials, including concrete to provide a distinctive appearance.” The
City has a great opportunity to build in economical but innovative and
energy efficient features into these new facilities.

=  We strongly encourage the City to look to places that have
worked outside of the box to develop new bikeways such as the
Netherlands which has developed solar powered, glow-in-the-
dark, Van Gogh inspired bike path.

Fresh Energy | City of Saint Paul Bicycle Plan Comments
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= Transit Oriented Development (TOD)

o The strong emphasis on investing around the transit stop is counter to
increasing the number of bicyclist in the City. The City should leverage
its TOD and mixed-use projects by incorporating “end-of-trip facilities”
(i.e. long-term bike parking, showers, changing rooms) into plans when
feasible throughout the City.

o We were extremely pleased to see that the plan acknowledges the
importance of implementation of the City’s 2009 Complete Streets
Ordinance.

= Energy Efficiency
o Fresh Energy strongly supports that the language stating, “Investing in
improved bicycling infrastructure in Saint Paul will support this goal,
reducing vehicle miles traveled, fine particle emissions, and
greenhouse gas emissions through the replacement of automobile trips
with bicycle trips.” This is critical to the state’s success in meeting its
goals.

= Safety and Equity
o The plan states that it “does not assess the need for small scale
improvements to existing bikeways (for example, a reconfiguration of an
intersection to address a safety concern.” But then states that “Safety,
both real and perceived, is essential in creating a network of bicycle
facilities that are practical and convenient for all users.”
= Studies have shown that safety is of great concern of the
“interested and concern” bicyclist, which many come from low
wealth communities and are people of color.

= |f the City truly seeks to diversify the demographics of bikers, it
must address safety by providing clear examples of unsafe
places and solutions for improvement with less reliance on the
“if we build the facilities they will come" strategy.

= We strongly recommend developing a culturally competent
education program to connect with the abovementioned
communities. Additionally, it would be extremely helpful to
develop a demographic profile of current riders and a list of
existing programs that encourage biking.

o The plan calls for increasing the number of protected bike lanes in City
and we strongly support these efforts. However, the City should explore
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the best and safest locations for the lanes. For example, should they
buffer the curb or be located closer to on-street parking and traffic?

= Health Benefits
o Like most states, Minnesota is grappling with the rising cost of
healthcare and an increase in unhealthy residents. The City can play a
critical role by ensuring that land use policies and programs make it
easier for people to bike and walk to destinations.

o We are very supportive of the inclusion of priority language on active
lifestyles and safe access to bikeways.

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on this pivotal document.
Increased investment in biking facilities will play a critical role in Saint Paul’s economic and
social prosperity. Understanding that we are struggling with issues such as limited funding,
obesity and increased fuel costs, the City must deploy policies and programs that are
innovative and beyond sustainability. Increasing investment in bikeways by 127% will not
only maximize the full potential of the City’s transportation system but also ensure
improvements to overall quality of life.

Thank you in advance for considering our comments. If you need any assistance regarding
this document, | can be reached at hardy@fresh-energy.org.

Sincerely,

Shawntera M. Hardy, Director
Transportation and the Built Environment Program
Fresh Energy

Fresh Energy | City of Saint Paul Bicycle Plan Comments



December 4, 2014

St. Paul Planning Commission
1400 City Hall Annex

25 Fourth Street West

St. Paul, MN 55102

RE: St. Paul Bicycle Plan
Dear Commission Members,

Friends of the Parks and Trails of St. Paul and Ramsey County support
the latest draft of the Saint Paul Bicycle Plan. We are especially
encouraged by Mayor Chris Coleman's pledge, as part of his 8-80
Vitality Fund, to invest several million dollars to rebuild and upgrade
Wheelock Parkway (part of the Saint Paul Grand Round) and rebuild
Jackson Street (one leg of the proposed Downtown Loop).

Before it is adopted, we encourage the Planning Commission and City
Council to amend the Priorities portion of the plan as follows.

We believe the plan will be even stronger with these additional
Priorities:

1. BUILD A BIKE ROUTE TO, AND THROUGH, DOWNTOWN.
Reconstructing Jackson Street provides the perfect opportunity to
construct the first leg of the Downtown Loop. Nevertheless, we

are concerned about the viability of a short downtown bicycle path that
lacks good connections. If people don't use it, will it negatively affect
the rest of the project? We strongly urge the City to move quickly to
build what has been the number one priority for Saint Paul cyclists for
over 20 years -- a downtown connection, likely along Kellogg Boulevard,
a route that has also been shown on many previous plans.

2. BUILD A NORTH - SOUTH BIKE ROUTE. Always number two on
the old Saint Paul Bicycle Advisory Board's wish list, this fabled
“missing link” would connect the center of the City with the Green Line
and Como Park. Good north - south bike routes will be one of the keys
to the Green Line's success.

3. SIGN, MAP & MAINTAIN MAJOR BIKE ROUTES. Like the Green
Line, major bicycle routes in Saint Paul should be designated



and branded. They should have a name or number, appear on city maps
and be clearly signed for bicyclists (with information on destinations,
landmarks, mileage, etc.). The City should ensure that these routes are
rideable throughout the winter. The key routes include:

a. East - West Downtown Route
b. North - South Como Route

c¢. Saint Paul Grand Round

d. Downtown Loop

4. PROVIDE SAFE AND SEPARATED SPACE FOR EACH MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION. In 1991, the Saint Paul City Council passed an
unanimous resolution on bike policy that called for building separated
trails for biking and walking. This new bike plan wisely calls for
separating bicyclists from cars wherever possible. The same approach
should apply to separating bicyclists from pedestrians.

5. PROMOTE NEW BIKE ROUTES WITH A MULTI-MEDIA
APPROACH. Active bike commuters will find these routes, but to
ensure their success recreational cyclists and casual riders must be
engaged. Developing and promoting loop routes that use these new
facilities is just one idea.

The new Saint Paul Bikeways Plan provides an excellent framework for
developing a great infrastructure for cycling in the city. We hope the
funding keeps pace with the ideas as the City moves forward.

Sincerely,

Jeanne Weigum, President

cc: The Honorable Chris Coleman, Mayor of Saint Paul

The Honorable Kathy Lantry, President, Saint Paul City Council
The Honorable Dan Bostrom, Saint Paul City Council

The Honorable Amy Brendmoen, Saint Paul City Council

The Honorable Russ Stark, Saint Paul City Council

The Honorable Dai Thao, Saint Paul City Council

The Honorable Dave Thune, Saint Paul City Council

The Honorable Chris Tolbert, Saint Paul City Council



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: dan@dmcguiness.com

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 9:17 AM

Subject: Comments on Saint Paul City Wide Bike Plan
Attachments: Fact Sheet New Wakan Tipi Center November 9, 2014.pdf

Reuben, I am pleased to send these comments in support of the Saint Paul City Wide Bike Plan as found
at http://www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?nid=4604. My comments reiterate earlier testimony during public
meetings, at which | provided comments on behalf of the Lower Phalen Creek Project.

We support and strongly urge the City of Saint Paul to move forward with this plan. In particular, we
support the construction of a bridge that would connect the Bruce Vento Regional Trail to the Sam Morgan
Trail at the location of the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary.

This trail connection is becoming increasingly important as the entire system is developed and as the City
of Saint Paul and the Lower Phalen Creek Project work together to create and operate a new interpretive
facility -the Wakan Tipi Center, at the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary. This $6 million, new facility, will
provide an imporant amenity not only for the sanctuary, but the entire region and the state and will
certainly be an amenity for all who use our bike trails in this vicinity. | have attached a fact sheet about
the proposed Wakan Tipi Center. You will see that it will be a great place for people using the Sam
Morgan and Bruce Vento Regional Trails and the trails leading to and from Mounds Park and Lowertown.

Thank you for considering our comments.

Dan McGuiness

Director, Lower Phalen Creek Project
733 East 7th Street

Saint Paul, MN 55106
651-260-6260
dan@dmcguiness.com




Sources of Funds

$3 million — to be requested from State of
Minnesota in next Bonding Bill

Bonding Funds will be matched by $3
million from foundations, corporations and
individuals and additional financing by the
developer, The Lower Phalen Creek Project.

Construction of this new $6 million building
is anticipated to add __ construction and
related jobs and ___jobs through long term
employment on site.

Other funds previously invested in the
sanctuary, nearby trails and for land and
building acquisition:

$4.32 million in federal funds for land
acquisition of the sanctuary, remediation and
cleanup and trail connections to the region.

$1.74 million in state funds for sanctuary
creation, additional trail extensions,
ecological restoration of the site ($572,000
of this specifically for acquisition of this
land and former building on the site,
which is being removed.)

$2.35 million in City of Saint Paul CIB
funding for required matches to federal and
state grants for the project and an additional
$ in City funds for removal of former
warehouse and initial site preparation.

$1.54 million in private funds from
individuals, corporations and foundations
for acquisition, restoration, interpretation,
and project planning.

A B
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Nature and Culture in the Heart of the City
Wakan Tipi Center* at Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary

The Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary is an award-winning park located just
east of Downtown Saint Paul in the Mississippi National River and
Recreation Area. Home to towering bluffs, spring-fed wetlands, forests
and prairies, the sanctuary includes a Dakota sacred site and remnants of
Minnesota’s earliest rail and brewing operations. Situated in one of the
most diverse areas of the state, both Native people and waves of
immigrants have called this place home.

School children from across the region visit the sanctuary for science and
social studies learning, and downtown residents, employees and tourists
visit this remarkable “urban oasis” nestled between the ancient stone
bluffs of Indian Mounds Park and the Mississippi River.

The sanctuary area is at the center of some of our region’s most
exciting changes and opportunities. More than 100 miles of
recreational trails converge here and Saint Paul has deemed the Bruce
Vento Nature Sanctuary a priority “gathering place” in its new Great
River Passage Master Plan. A new regional ballpark will soon bring
some 140,000 people per year to this area. With the recently re-opened
Union Depot multi-modal transit hub and the launch of Green Line Light
Rail Service just 3/4" of a mile away, the area is increasingly becoming a
regional and statewide destination.

The time is right to make the most of the Sanctuary’s value as a
regional destination and asset for our community. Wakan Tipi Center
will be a visitor and interpretive center as well as a multi-use public
facility. It will be a product of an extensive community engagement
process which will continue throughout its operations. The interpretive
center will honor and interpret the Dakota sacred site, Wakan Tipi Cave
as well as the many traditions and ethnic groups represented in the rich
cultural history of this area. It will also include an Urban Oasis café and
the building will be available for rent for social and educational events
that are acceptable uses of this park and regional trail hub.

Wakan Tipi Center— located at a 27-acre nature sanctuary and significant
place in the region’s history - will attract new audiences and provide a
vital amenity for people visiting the region. (DRAFT 11-9-2014)



Building Features

The Interpretive Center will — (1) Honor,
accurately interpret and educate the
community about the rich cultural and
natural history and features of the site and
Lower Phalen Creek Corridor. (2) Honor the
significance of Wakan Tipi Cave as a
Dakota sacred site. (3) Create a gathering
place and visitor facility for the
community and visitors from far and
wide. Pending final design by the
community, the estimated 10,000 sq. ft.
building will feature a reception area,
classrooms, exhibits, a small performance
area and a gallery to showcase and expand
the value of the sanctuary as a place for life-
long learning and inspiration.

The Urban Oasis Cafe — will serve visitors
and community groups who rent the facility
with an emphasis on providing food raised
by local farmers and food-related vendors as
well as augmenting the interpretive center
by offering cooking classes and workshops
focusing on the growing, preparing and
serving foods that represent the many groups
and cultures featured in the center.

This “Gathering Place” as part of the
City of Saint Paul’s Great River Passage
Master Plan — will offering dramatic views
of the river and downtown, as well as
opportunities for strolling through the
sanctuary and biking the network of nearby
trails — eventually linking the Bruce Vento
Regional Trail to the Sam Morgan Regional
Trail and Saint Paul’s Grand Round system.

Project Leadership

The City of Saint Paul will own the building
and the Lower Phalen Creek Project will
lease and operate the facility under a long-
term agreement with the City.

Wakan Tipi Center will be an attractive and welcoming
visitor center for the Bruce Vento Nature Sanctuary and
will serve as a place for events, stewardship activities,
educational programming, and interpretive exhibits to
inspire and inform audiences far beyond the hundreds of
school groups and visitors that already have found the
sanctuary an urban oasis in the heart of the city.

Lower Phalen Creek Project
733 East 7th Street, Saint Paul, MN 55106
Web Site: www.phalencreek.org

Dan McGuiness, Director
Email: dan@dmcguiness.com or Phone: 651-260-6260
DRAFT



http://www.phalencreek.org/
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' 2327 E. Franklin Ave., Suite 1

SIERRA  Minneapolis, MN 55406
CLUB

FOUNDED 1892

December 8, 2014

15 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Mr. Collins,

The Sierra Club North Star Chapter appreciates the opportunity to comment on the St.
Paul Bicycle Plan. We applaud city staff for a crafting a progressive, coordinated, and
forward thinking bicycle plan. This plan is a critical step towards building a more viable
network of bicycling facilities that will get more people riding bicycles to where they
need to go. We are excited at the increased opportunities provided by the anticipated
127% increase in bicycle facilities!

We enthusiastically support adoption and implementation of this bicycle plan. The plan
is instrumental to creating healthier, more livable communities in St. Paul. With the
City’s population aging and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) leveling off and decreasing,
bikeable, walkable and transit oriented development is key for sustainable growth.

The Sierra Club actively works to promote multiuse development and multimodal
transportation to reduce vehicle emissions and build strong communities. By prioritizing
connections, not only will the plan strengthen the bicycle network, but also further
bridge gaps between communities.

We note in Figure 4 the designation of the rail spurs serving the Ford Plant for future off
street bicycle trails. We understand the TIGER Grant which is funding this particular
component is scheduled in 2016, after Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority’s
Riverview Corridor transit study is well in hand. We also understand that any planned
bicycle trails using the Ford Plant rail spurs will be planned from the start with possible
collocation as the outcome, should those spurs be chosen as part of a preferred
alternative for transit. The preliminary review indicates there is enough width in the rail
spur right-of-way to permit collocation of transit and bicycle trails. We strongly urge
that every effort be made to collaborate with Ramsey County Regional Rail to support
high capacity regional transit in the Riverview Corridor, including planning and
implementing bicycling facilities around transit, rather than the reverse.

The Sierra Club also works to promote transportation equity and balance. We strongly
endorse equity as a measure in project selection. We are concerned that focusing on
projects with the greatest impact on bicycle usage may divert funding from some



communities. Case in point, separated on-street lanes thin out in the Frogtown and East
Side neighborhoods despite being dense in Highland and St Anthony Park. In 2012 we
highlighted this issue in our 17" Annual Sierra Club Bike Tour. In determining the route
for this 20 mile “conference on wheels,” we found St. Paul’s East Side lacking many
bicycle facilities and worked with local community leaders to advocate for the Margaret
Street Bike Boulevard.

This draft of the bicycle plan does an excellent job in identifying opportunities to include
all users. We support the focus on bicyclists of all skills for network planning. We
advocate for improving connectivity of routes such as the Grand Rounds that can
improve both commuter and recreational bicycle use. We also support the proposed
downtown loop on a separated bikeway, with connections to routes outside of
downtown.

Designing the network with “interested but concerned” users in mind will help to
engage populations underrepresented on bicycles today—women, minorities, and
families. We are concerned that the use of shared lane roadways is often not
appropriate in addressing these bicyclists. The language is unclear regarding the
difference between these shared lanes and “other streets that permit bicycle use.”
Other low-cost designs that improve comfort for these users should be considered.

A dense network will support getting more interested bicyclists to safe, protected
routes. We support the new functional classification for bicycle routes and good bicycle
wayfinding signage; these routes do not necessarily match their vehicle counterparts.
However, the plan doesn’t address the need for a couple of the critical essential
elements (“Five E’s”) of a bicycle friendly community: Encouragement and Education. To
become a world class bicycling city, St. Paul will need to not only build safe
infrastructure, but promote the benefits of bicycling, support local education efforts,
and encourage behavior change from the interested but concerned audience the plan
targets.

The City should consider more aggressive leveraging and partnering with community-
based group events like the Sierra Club, St. Paul Women on Bikes, Cycles for Change and
the Saint Paul Bicycle Coalition. Utilizing community resources for more effective
outreach and authentic public engagement is needed to ensure the bicycle network is
fully utilized.

We agree with St. Paul Women on Bikes: “we are concerned about recommendation
7.1.1, which would restrict bicycle parking on specific objects. Many areas of the city
don’t have adequate bike parking and it is going to take a huge effort to correct the
situation. Regulations making it illegal to lock bicycles to specific objects will only
increase the barriers people experience to using a bike and undermine the intent of this
plan. A proactive approach to increasing the amount of bike parking available around
the city will lead to fewer bikes in the public right of way.”



The bold bicycle network proposed in the City’s plan provides a broad, flexible range of
projects for the next five years. However, regular evaluation and written commitment
to projects or mileage would provide a basis to track progress toward the City’s 2025
Comprehensive Plan goals.

We recognize this plan as key to St. Paul becoming a world class bicycling city. Full
implementation of the plan will require engagement by both the City and community-
based groups. The Sierra Club hopes to be a partner as St. Paul continues to develop its
bicycle network.

The Sierra Club recommends this plan be adopted, and commends the City for this
impressive step forward towards implementing a viable network of bicycling facilities
that will get more people riding bicycles to where they need to go.

Thank you for your attention,
Alex Tsatsoulis

Chair, Land Use and Transportation
Sierra Club North Star Chapter
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. 55 E 5TH ST. SUITE 202
ST. PAUL Smart Trips ST. PAUL, MN 55101

December 8, 2014

Rueben Collins, Sustainable Transportation Engineer / Planner
Department of Public Works

25 West 4th St.

1500 City Hall Annex

St. Paul, MN 55102

Dear Mr. Collins:

St. Paul Women on Bikes (WOB), a program of St. Paul Smart Trips, submits the
following feedback regarding the Draft Bikeways Plan to the City of Saint Paul for
consideration.

St. Paul Smart Trips is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that improves access
and mobility for those who travel in and around St. Paul. St. Paul Women on
Bikes envisions that St. Paul will be a place where bicycling is a safe, easy
transportation and recreation option for individuals and families. We feel that safe
and easy infrastructure is a key piece to ensuring that biking is safe and easy for
everyone and that the draft bikeways plan is the first step to achieving this goal.

Key Recommendations

1) Adopt the St. Paul Bicycle Plan. A connected system is the most
important first step.

The St. Paul Bicycle Plan is a vital step toward becoming a world class bicycling
city. There are some improvements that can be made, but passage now is crucial
for forward progress.

2) Use Protected Bikeways on high volume roads and Enhanced Shared
Lanes sparingly.

Protected bikeways and infrastructure on arterials will be necessary to increase
mode share and meet the needs of women, families, and other people who are
interested but concerned about riding a bike.

3) Allocate resources for promotion, education and encouragement.

The plan doesn’t address the need for promotion, education, and
encouragement. To become a world class bicycling city, St. Paul will need to not
only build safe infrastructure, but promote the benefits of bicycling, support local

Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer



education efforts, and encourage behavior change from the interested but
concerned audience the plan targets.

4) Leverage relationships with community-based groups for public
engagement.

We encourage the City of St. Paul to utilize community-based groups like St.
Paul Women on Bikes as resources for outreach to do more authentic public
engagement.

What We’re Excited About

With the release of the latest draft of the St. Paul Bicycle Plan, the city has
demonstrated a firm commitment to becoming a world class bicycling city. An
implemented plan will support a healthy community and environment, as well as
boost economic development and vitality in our city. St. Paul Women on Bikes
appreciates that the plan was written with the “interested but concerned” bicyclist
in mind. Many women and families that we consider our constituents fall into this
category of rider.

We commend the city on expanding the scope of the plan to also include end of
trip facilities, bike counts, wayfinding/mapping, lighting, signal detection, and
more. While we believe a connected system is the most important first step, we
also know that these additional elements help make the healthy choice —
bicycling — the easy choice.

While we believe the city did a good job identifying both major and minor
bikeways, we think in the future flexibility will be key. Therefore, we appreciate
that the inclusion of certain streets as bike corridors in the plan isn’t to be
interpreted as a recommendation against including other routes in the future.
This piece of the plan ensures local communities have the ability to determine
additional needs for safe routes to popular destinations like community centers,
schools, parks, libraries, and more.

We are excited that the city has chosen to prioritize the Downtown Loop and
Spur Network and the completion of the Grand Round. We encourage the city to
prioritize sections of the Grand Round that are usable by transportation bicyclists.
Regarding the Loop and Spur Network, the spurs are as important as the loop;
they act as a bridge across the downtown area and ensure access to the city
center. As the final route is determined, we hope the city will utilize St. Paul
Women on Bikes and other community-based stakeholders to ensure the
process is accessible to all of the diverse communities around the city.

Suqggested Changes




Use Protected Bikeways on high volume roads and Enhanced Shared
Lanes sparingly

We continue to be concerned about the use of Enhanced Shared Lanes in the
Bicycle Plan, especially in downtown St. Paul and on streets like Ford Parkway
that have high volumes of traffic. Enhanced Shared Lanes don’t meet the needs
of many current cyclists or people who are interested but concerned. The
Enhanced Shared Lane facility type should be designated as a short-term,
temporary treatment type and used accordingly.

Protected bike lanes have proven to be safer and result in increased numbers of
people who feel comfortable riding bikes. If the City of St. Paul is serious about
meeting the needs of women, families, and other people who are interested but
concerned about riding a bike, opportunities to implement protected bike lanes
should be prioritized on all high volume roads.

Enforce the laws

The Bicycle Plan makes no mention of the role of the Police Department in
supporting bicycling in St. Paul. Police play a key role in enforcement of laws
related to bicycling. Regular riders, especially women, often experience
harassment from drivers of cars. Many members of the general public are not
aware that bicyclists are given the same rights and responsibilities as any other
vehicle driver. On the other hand, some bicyclists choose not to follow regular
traffic laws (e.g. running red lights) or bike in ways that can be perceived as
unsafe. Education and enforcement by police officers will help support more
respectful relationships between bicyclists and drivers. We believe the existing
laws should be enforced equally and safety should be emphasized.

Consider bicycle counts as one tool, not the answer

Bicycle counts and other data related to bicycling should be collected
strategically. We are glad that the city is considering new ways to evaluate the
use of our streets, and we hope these efforts will take an innovative, future-
focused approach. For example, in Copenhagen they measure the amount of
time people dwell in a space as an indicator of livability. However, we caution
against using counts as a major factor in determining where to place bike
infrastructure. We are reminded of Gil Penalosa’s point that we don’t determine
whether or not we need a bridge by how many people are swimming across the
river. Instead, counts should be used as one of many evaluation tools as the bike
plan is implemented. We know where people want to bike — in commercial areas,
to school, and between neighborhoods. These factors should play a larger role in
determining infrastructure needs.

Increase bike parking, don’t restrict it

As discussed, there is a need for end of trip accommodations like adequate bike
parking. While we agree with many of the action items in this section that will
lead to systematic integration of bike parking, we are concerned about
recommendation 7.1.1, which would restrict bicycle parking on specific objects.



Many areas of the city don’t have adequate bike parking and it is going to take a
huge effort to correct the situation. Regulations making it illegal to lock bicycles to
specific objects will only increase the barriers people experience to using a bike
and undermine the intent of this plan. A proactive approach to increasing the
amount of bike parking available around the city will lead to fewer bikes in the
public right of way.

Fund Nice Ride Minnesota

While we agree that the city continue to work with Nice Ride and support bike
share, we know it isn’t feasible for Nice Ride to expand unless ridership
increases. The bike plan discusses the fact that there are no Nice Ride stations
on the east side of St. Paul. We agree that this is unfortunate and would love to
see station expansion. However, until there are safe places to bike on the east
side and other areas not currently served by Nice Ride, the demand for bike
share won'’t be present. Therefore, we think the approach from the city should be
twofold. The best thing to encourage increased ridership and demand is to
implement the bike plan quickly and to prioritize areas currently underserved by
bike infrastructure. At the same time, the city should consider ways to make
investments in and/or facilitate funding opportunities for station expansion.

Add more clarity and context to the budget

The budget included in the Bicycle Plan is misleading and could contribute to
resistance to plan implementation. More context and information about the cost
savings related to implementation during mill and overlay projects should be
provided. It would also be helpful to include the cost of road construction serving
motor vehicles. The best approach in this case would be to provide an estimated
range of costs.

Suqggested Additions

Action Item: Explore how to allocate resources for promotion, education,
and encouragement

We appreciate the expanded scope of the St. Paul Bicycle Plan. Bike parking,
access to accurate maps, and adequate lighting are all necessary components
that make it safer and easier to ride a bike. However, the plan doesn’t address
the need for promotion, education, and encouragement. To really make the most
of this infrastructure investment, the city should consider various ways to
integrate these components into the plan. In order to reach the goal set in the
Comprehensive plan of a 5 percent bicycle mode share by 2025, the city will
need to not only build safe infrastructure, but promote the benefits of bicycling,
support education efforts that teach riders both safety and confidence, and
encourage behavior change from the interested but concerned audience the plan
targets.



One way to reach this goal is by thinking of wayfinding and mapping as benefits
beyond finding your way from point A to B. Visible signs that alert people to safe
routes, artistic elements that utilize local artists like Paint the Pavement, and
other creative approaches to helping people navigate the city can support
promotion, education, and encouragement. In addition, an innovative approach to
wayfinding can help create a sense of place, highlighting the unique character of
different parts of our great city.

We encourage the City of St. Paul to leverage relationships with groups like St.
Paul Women on Bikes, the Friendly Streets Initiative, and the Nice Ride
Neighborhood’s Program for promotion, education, and encouragement. In
addition, we would like to challenge the city to utilize these groups as resources
for reaching beyond the usual suspects to do more authentic public engagement.
We recognize that the public engagement process related to the bike plan went
above and beyond what the city requires. However, with support from local
advocates, St. Paul could do a better job reaching people who wouldn’t otherwise
show up to a public meeting.

Action Item: Find ways to leverage Safe Routes to School and public health
funding

The public health benefits of regular physical activity, such as bicycling, cannot
be denied for a city and its residents. Safe Routes Minnesota provides funding to
community and school groups to make improvements to the routes children use
to walk and bike to school and get the exercise they need. The city should
consider how to coordinate with the St. Paul Public School system to champion
Safe Routes efforts. Not only is it crucial for making progress on bike plan
implementation, but additional funding opportunities through the Statewide
Health Improvement Program may be available. The intersections between the
St. Paul Bicycle Plan and public health should be explored and integrated into
the plan.

Action Item: Expand suggested routes

Make Concordia and St. Anthony a complete street and add protected
bikeways

The 1-94 corridor through St. Paul is a challenge for bicyclists (and pedestrians),
not only because it creates an unnatural division between the communities north
and south, but also because the roads in the immediate corridor are incomplete
and unsafe. Now that the Green Line is up and running, safe bicycle and
pedestrian facilities in this corridor are vital. The one-way streets that run
alongside the highway — Concordia & St. Anthony — are unsafe for all users. The
lack of striping leaves it unclear where and whether there are single or multiple
lanes, and drivers entering or exiting the freeway use these streets as mini-
highways. The design of these roadways must be improved for local users and
pedestrians/bicyclists trying to cross at the various bridges to access services
and transit. A one-way protected bikeway on both of these streets would increase



safety for all users. In addition, this treatment would help reconnect the divided
neighborhood that has resulted from 1-94 since the completion of the highway.
Special attention would need to be paid to the intersections but it is possible.

Increase the amount of safe infrastructure on arterials

The addition of more arterials as bicycle routes into the plan should be
considered. Ideally, bicyclists could go wherever they needed without ever
travelling on an arterial road or state highway, but this is not possible in St. Paul.
Safe arterial routes provide access to shops, restaurants, grocery stores, and
other places people want to frequent. Not only do bicyclists benefit from arterial
routes, but local business does too. We are concerned about the lack of safe
facilities on several of St. Paul’s arterial streets.

For this plan to be effective city staff must advocate for state and county
adherence to City of St. Paul plans when reconstructing roads. The majority of
arterial streets in St. Paul are controlled by outside agencies with design
standards substantially lower than what is called for in this and other plans. Staff
are doing good, important work with the city’s Complete Streets policy and the
Bicycle Plan, and the standards set forth in both plans need to be applied
consistently throughout the city.

In our view, Seventh Street is an arterial that particularly needs safe bike
infrastructure. Seventh, from White Bear Avenue to Fort Snelling, is a key
corridor into and out of downtown, but has very few direct, parallel routes for
people riding bikes to access many of the residential and commercial nodes.
With the new Mississippi Market, Metropolitan State University, and more
development likely to follow, especially in the Beacon Bluffs site, an in-street
separated lane on East Seventh is necessary and would address ongoing issues
of transportation equity on the east side of St. Paul.

The section west of downtown isn’t any better. It is currently unsafe to access the
local businesses on West Seventh Street by bike. We've already seen a great
deal of development on this section of Seventh Street, but there are many more
opportunities along this corridor. An in-street separated lane on West Seventh
Street would encourage more bicyclists to use the street, benefitting businesses
and residents.

In addition to Seventh Street, we are concerned about the suggested Enhanced
Shared Lane on University between Aldine and Transfer Road. We recommend a
protected bikeway on this stretch because of the lack of safe, alternative routes.

Add short-term facilities in challenging areas
The seven barrier crossings over freeways, railroads, and other physical
obstructions will be expensive and time-intensive but are critical for a connected



network. In the interim, we suggest prioritizing wayfinding, maps, and signs in
these areas that alert people to safe, parallel routes as alternatives.

Additionally, it is incredibly difficult to get into and out of downtown St. Paul. In
particular, Kellogg Boulevard from Summit into the city center is critical. We are
excited the city is committed to the Loop and Spur Network and believe the
timeline for completion is realistic. In the interim we suggest the city implement
temporary infrastructure to ensure access to downtown is quickly improved.

Conclusion

The St. Paul Bicycle Plan is a vital step toward becoming a world class bicycling
city. We applaud the City of St. Paul for their efforts thus far. Though there are
some improvements that can be made, passage of the plan now is vital for
forward progress. Any changes or additions at this point should not delay formal
adoption of the plan.

The plan suggests regular reviews and updates every five-to-seven years. In the
near term, this is insufficient. We suggest an initial annual review period for the
first five years after the plan’s passage to ensure early implementation of the plan
is going smoothly. We suggest the city’s Transportation Committee take on this
responsibility and a regular schedule of review be established. An assessment
annually within the first five years of passage will allow the Transportation
Committee to monitor progress on action items included in the plan and consider
other potential additions/revisions.

We agree that the downtown bicycle network and Grand Round are the top
priorities. However, prioritizing other bikeways, as the plan highlights, will be
challenging. The Transportation Committee should also be the entity responsible
for ranking the principles by which new projects are selected. The principles for
ranking projects listed within the plan — connectivity, safety, usage, equity, and
cost effectiveness — are thorough, but there is no guidance on which of those
principles takes precedence. St. Paul Women on Bikes believes the principle of
equity should be the first criterion considered for every project.

Once the principles have been ranked and the process for selecting projects has
been established, we believe a schedule of projects should be created for the
next five years. Already major investment is being made in this plan and without
quick implementation of several new projects to provide access to those
infrastructural investments, the substantial resources being spent now may be for
naught. The initial projects selected should not just be easy wins, they should be
thoroughly vetted by how well they fit the principles established and should have
major impacts on people riding bikes in St. Paul.

Thank you,



St. Paul Women on Bikes, on behalf of St. Paul Smart Trips

CC:

Dai Thao, Ward 1 Councilmember

Dave Thune, Ward 2 Councilmember
Chris Tolbert, Ward 3 Councilmember
Russ Stark, Ward 4 Councilmember

Amy Brendmoen, Ward 5 Councilmember
Dan Bostrom, Ward 6 Councilmember
Kathy Lantry, Ward 7 Councilmember
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Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: We Deliver

Sent: Monday, October 13, 2014 4:40 PM

To: Lisa; Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: RE: Saint Paul Bicycle Plan - Updated draft released.

| see nothing that addresses the blatant disobeying of traffic signals by bikers. | realize they think they are
being picked on with that statement, however | will address it specifically from the viewpoint of a police
officer. Anyone who wants to see it should visit Como Ave. at the fairgrounds. The blatant running of stop
signs, running crosswalks when they are stopped for pedestrians by police/reserve officers and cutting
directing in from of Metro Transit buses is absolutely outrageous. They are insulted when told to stop. They
have hit pedestrians in stopped crosswalk and continued on going. Many times people get the middle finger
salute from them. End of my comments LCP

Lyle Puppe



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From:

Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 10:25 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Bike plan

Reuben,

The plan is great. But it is not perfect, of course. So my obsession is with Prior Ave. and Cleveland
Ave. Why would we try to squeeze a bike route on to Cleveland where, north of Randolph it is too
narrow to be safe, when we could just extend the already existing bike way on Prior to Randolph.
Then jog over to Cleveland and head south where it is wider. Plenty of room for a bike lane there.
Ok? Do it;)

Gary Fifield

Mac-Groveland

Sent from Xfinity Connect Mobile App



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Schueller, Dan

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 4:18 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: St. Paul Bike Plan

| read the bike plan and it looks pretty good. A few comments/suggestions:

At the top of page 17, it would be much more accurate to say cycling burns between 30 and 40 calories per mile
(or say about 35). Saying it burns so many calories per hour adds an unnecessary element of speed, and makes
it inaccurate because if you ride 20mph you burn about 680 calories an hour and at 25mph about 850 calories
per hour, both of which are well outside your restrictive range of 300-500 calories (which is only a 9-15mph
range).

Also in that sentence it would be better to replace the word dependable with efficient. Or say affordable,
efficient and dependable.

On page 85, it is silly to include motorists in the sentence “Bicycling on sidewalks....., and can be unsafe for
bicyclists, pedestrians and motorists. | bet you won’t be able to find one motorist in the history of mankind that
was hurt from someone biking on a sidewalk.

The second sentence in 2.4 on page 16 seriously discredits bicycling by saying “...often providing competitive
travel times on short distance trips”. My one-way commute to work is 18 miles and takes less time than the
express bus and only 10 minutes longer than driving. Better would be: , often providing competitive travel
times without the parking or traffic concerns associated with automobiles.

| saw nothing in the plan about plowing bike lanes and trails in the winter.

Dan Schueller
Brooklyn Center, MN

55430



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: M Richard Ireland

Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 11:45 AM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Cc: Henningson, Samantha (CI-StPaul)
Subject: Bike Plan Comments/Testimony

| appreciate all the time and thoughtfulness that has gone into the comprehensive bike plan. It is a good plan and
strikes a good balance.

There is currently a proposal to prioritize the grand rounds and the downtown loop. This makes sense, but the
city should also prioritize the in-street separated bike lanes that connect the neighborhoods to the light rail
transit stations.

The current bike plan proposes in-street separated bike lanes for Raymond, Fairview, Hamline, and Western
that link to light rail transit stations. These lanes should be prioritized, because they directly feed into the
larger transportation infrastructure and make it easier for people of all ages to get around without a car.
Connecting our systems is the best way to make this plan work.

For the same reasons, the off-street Lexington bike path and the in-street separated Dale bike path, which
currently starts/stops at Minnehaha, should extend another five blocks to University. | understand, because of
the highway and safety, that extending this bike infrastructure across Highway 94 may not be feasible. There
isn't, however, a logical reason why the proposed bike lanes should not go five more blocks to truly connect the
neighborhoods to these two transit stations. Successful bike lanes connect destinations, and right now these two
lanes stop tantalizingly close to where people actually want to go.

When the lane ends, it forces a biker to compete with cars (which very few people are aggressive enough to do),
ride on the sidewalk (which is dangerous), get off and walk the bike a half mile (which is slow), or take a
circuitous route (which is frustrating). Extending the Lexington bike path also has the added benefit of

making it easier for residents and tourists to ride LRT to the Lexington station and then take a Nice Ride bike to
Como Zoo and Como Park.

--Mark Ireland
Saint Paul, MN 55104

These comments are being provided by me as a resident of the Hamline-Midway neighborhood, and should not
be construed as representing the views of any organization, office, or governmental body.




















































































Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Drew Ross <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 2:58 PM Collins,
To: Reuben (CI-StPaul); #CI-StPaul_Ward4
Subject: Bikeways Plan comments

Dear Reuben and Russ,

The Desnoyer Park Improvement Association supports the Bikeways Plan. We earlier stated our support of the
plan's design on Pelham Boulevard with on-street bike lanes and off-street bike path. This is not only for bikers.
Pelham needs much improvement for pedestrians as well. Overall, we encourage an emphasis on safety. If bike
numbers are to grow, it hinges on their real and perceived safety. Allow car drivers to know that on certain
streets bikes have the priority.

We are, of course, very pleased to have made the short list on the Vitality Fund's improvements for an off-street
trail. Our support comes from the neighborhood because of the concerns of traffic speeds, ignoring of signs,
and poor road conditions. To do the off-street trail alone would not fulfill the idea of the Grand Round as a
priority.

| submit the following photo essay with informative captions to illustrate the need for rebuilding Pelham
Boulevard. As you will see, painting stripes over Pelham's problems will not resolve these issues.

Sincerely,

Drew Ross

Desnoyer Park Improvement Association

23 photos in this album

View or comment on Drew Ross's album »



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Ed Lehr <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 3:51 PM

To: Lantry, Kathy (CI-StPaul)

Cc: Coleman, Chris (CI-StPaul); Biales, Ellen (CI-StPaul); Hunt, Anne (CI-StPaul); Collins,

Reuben (CI-StPaul); St Martin, Paul (CI-StPaul); Andy Singer; Kayla Brinkman Theimer;
stefan.pomrenke; Betsy Leach; Leslie McMurray; deanna@daytonsbluff.org;
nicole@daytonsbluff.org

Subject: Please add East 7th Street

Overall, the proposed Saint Paul Bicycle Plan is masterful. Thank you, Reuben Collins and the Saint Paul
Public Works, for crafting and improving this plan as you have moved forward.

A major gap still remains: Connecting downtown Saint Paul to the East Side with a quality, bikeable route. Not
many opportunities exist.

One is East 7" Street. It is a highly visible road which would connect nicely to the downtown loop proposal,
and travel at an achievable biking grade along a redeveloping backbone route for the East Side.

This makes sense for a walking connection between downtown and Metro State.A raised bike lane can connect
directly with the new Lafayette bridge multimillion dollar bike lane, accessed from the north side of E. 7™

East 7" Street is a direct straight line to the east-west Margaret Street bike route, a new long-range east-west
route from downtown to 3M.

East 7" Street would be a northeast spoke from downtown complementary to northwest-heading Como Avenue.
Equal treatment for the East Side is essential.

Several current options in the bicycle route plan make for difficult biking:

Biking up a new Kellogg bridge bike lane from downtown is not easy (and won’t happen until the bridge is
rebuilt) for average bicyclists.

Biking into a secluded, poorly lighted trench at the end of Prince Street, and up a steep bluff road to the top
of Indian Mounds is not a pleasant, easy bike route.

In summary, the East Side would like a visible, well lighted, easy-to-bike route that would be suitable for Nice
Ride to attract bikers from downtown and the East Side.

We need a little help from the city here.
Thanks.

Ed Lehr



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Erin Stojan-Ruccolo <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 4:26 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: St. Paul Bike Plan - comments

Dear Sir or Madam:
| am writing to submit my comments in support of the St. Paul Bike Plan.

I live in Frogtown and work downtown. | would like to bike to work more often but there are not currently
especially safe routes downtown, which the proposed plan would begin to address.

| understand that there is some concern about the impact that the proposed plan might have on traffic and/or
parking. | live along Charles Avenue, which has been designated as a bikeway. This has meant sacrificing some
ease of access (e.g. turning left from northbound Lexington onto Charles Ave.) but it is a limitation | have
accepted because | think the designation represents a net benefit for the neighborhood and city overall.
Additionally, a stronger bike plan allows people in St. Paul's diverse neighborhoods more options to get around
safely within the city.

| think the proposed bike plan represents a positive step forward for the City of St. Paul. As someone who both
lives and works here in St. Paul, | greatly appreciate that it is being considered and strongly support its
approval.

Sincerely,
Erin Stojan Ruccolo
St. Paul, MN 55104



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Jesse Mortenson <> Monday, December 08,
Sent: 2014 3:14 PM

To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: DT bike plan

To Whom it May Concern,

| want to write in supporting dedicated and robust biking infrastructure in downtown St. Paul. I live at 908
Hague, which means downtown is not far. But it is far enough to merit consideration before I just jump on a
bike. I think about going down the busy/scary Kellogg Hill, down the v steep Ramsey Hill, or taking a long
detour through the capitol area. I think about how it's not clear where to bike safely except for parts of Kellogg
(at the river). About how that left turn off Kellogg to get up to the Depot/lowertown is always a little dicey.

In other words, the infrastructure matters in making choices to visit DT or not. I'm a regular biker but not
hardcore. So I'm glad to see a plan that would improve access to DT. It will make a positive difference for me.

Sincerely,
Jesse Mortenson



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: John R. Rupp <>
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 4:18 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)
Subject: Bike Plan
Mr. Collins

Wabasha Street. | own the St. Paul Building. | support the bike plan but only if no street parking is
removed. Wabasha must not lose its parking, which is critical to retain its street level businesses.

Marsha ll. | own various businesses in the Cathedral Hill area and have lived there for over 40 years.
Parking is in crisis. Marshall needs to have parking on both sides of street east of Western, like west of Western.. The
bike plan west of Western allows it — so can Marshall east of Western

John Rupp



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Josh Capistrant <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 12:58 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Cc: Julie Sivula Reiter; Laura.Capistrant
Subject: Thoughts on the Long Range Bike Plan

Hello Ruben, Thank you for your work on The Saint Paul Bike Plan.

I live on Fairview Avenue. | often office out of my home, which right in front of a large window onto a busy
but narrow section of Fairview.

It’s widely assumed by advocates of the bike plan that rather than deleting the right turn lane, I will lose
the parking in front of my house to add bike lanes.

With a lot of students on my end of the block, parking can be contentious here. This problem is
compounded for my family because we are on a small lot and have no possibility for parking on our own
lot. The parking in front of our house is essential to the value and viability of our house. Houses like this on
Fairview are few in this regard, but it would affect us disastrously.

All year round, people ride their bikes on Fairview. There are truly just a handful of these brave
souls. Its clear to me that conditions aren’t inherently safe on Fairview for a biker. 1’ve ridden it myself on
occasion and at necessity. Drivers crowd you to the curb; right-hand-turners don’t expect you.

Fairview is very much a commuting route dominated by cars and trucks. Motorists coming home at the
end-of-day drive all too fast and aggressively. If my car isn’t parked in front of my house, cars ignore the lines
put on the street designating parking and make the area against the boulevard all down the block their own
extended right turn lane. (A favorite situation for me is when people expecting to turn right pull in behind my
parked car, expecting to continue to drive ahead to use the right turn lane. Sorry, no, this is parking.) Will cars
then also ignore the bike lanes for their convenience? | can only assume so. The parking in front of my home
serves to keep that mad rush a little bit further from my front door. My car was hit this spring by a drunk
driver. Without my car as a buffer, where does that drunk driver wind up?

Aside from my personal plight for parking, I think the bike plan is seriously flawed in expecting to make
bike routes out of the busiest roadways in Saint Paul. 1’m interested in making biking safer for everyone
wherever they want to bike. (My brother owns a bike shop and has been making his living that way for 20
years.) | really want there to be visibility for bikers and awareness of their safety on all roadways. A number of
my friends have been injured in biking commutes and even one killed by a motorist.

I’m concerned that the bike plan’s choice of the major (and busiest) north-south routes only serves the
urban warrior bikers. Only the most confident and capable bikers need apply. The option is that if you want to
bike, the most dangerous routes of the city have been prepared for you. I think this bike plan needs to apply to
all speeds of cyclist. Let’s find a way to draw out the timid leisure riders and make them commuters! Safer
routes will mean more people can use them.

An investment should be made in routes that more riders can feel confident about. We put such a glut of
tax dollars toward making commutes faster/better for cars. (Secret: They will never be good enough, no amount
of taxes will be good enough.) Bikes deserve similar infrastructure. Rather than be supplementary to bridges
over 1-94 and the railroad corridor, we should plan good routes that apply to more bicyclists that have their own
bridges and calmer traffic.



Having a bike plan is going to be a good deal for Saint Paul. It is an essential part of the proclamation
“The Most Livable City in America”. The charge in that is not for just a few people to feel like we are a livable
city, but many. Please configure safer routes that will encourage bike ridership for many and serve as a lower
risk entry point for bike commuting in the city.

Submitted as a biker, citizen, advocate and someone who will work with others,

Josh Capistrant
Saint Paul, MN 55104



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Katy Lowery <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 3:50 PM

To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: St Paul Bike Plan - voicing my strong support and thanks

Dear friends,

First off, thank you! | deeply appreciate the careful work and forward thinking that went into the plan. As you
all understand, more and more people rely on bikes for transportation to work, school, completing errands and
recreation.

I'm one of those people. | guess | would be classified as a confident biker. | bike for transportation on a regular
basis spring through fall and only occasionally in the winter. But, confident though I am, | strongly dislike
biking into, out of or around in Downtown St. Paul.

It's simply dangerous: narrow road, poor street conditions, dumpsters, construction and a culture of jaywalking
all conspire to make it more dangerous. The Downtown loop will address this. The final routes selected for
bike ways/routes are less important to me than a well connected network that is sufficient to the bike, car and
pedestrian traffic.

thanks for this plan that will certainly help make St paul a safer, more accessible and more vibrant city.

Katy Lowery
St Paul MN 55107

Katy



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Kirsten Fischer <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 3:02 PM Collins,
To: Reuben (CI-StPaul); #CI-StPaul_Ward4
Subject: PELHAM

Dear Councilmember Stark and Mr. Collins,

| live on Beverly Road just off Pelham in Desnoyer Park, and | bike to work every day (polar vortices
permitting). Pelham is a scary road for bike riders. When | pedal up the hill from the Mississippi River Blvd, |
have to cross traffic to turn left onto my street. It's always risky trying to share the road and dodge the cars
coming up behind me and the traffic coming--so fast!--down the street. | have a ten-year-old daughter who
loves to bike, but I never let her ride on Pelham.

Please help us get a safer neighborhood for bikers and walkers. We need a new street without potholes, and we
also need to slow down traffic. Bikers should have a separate bike route (not "share the road"), and we need
clearly demarcated places where pedestrians can safely cross the street.

Thanks for your efforts to make Desnoyer Park a safer place to walk and ride bike.
Sincerely,
Kirsten Fischer



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Ruhl, Laura <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 4:13 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Bike Loop feedback

Hi Reuben. Thank you for accepting feedback on the bike loop topic.

| have both lived in and worked in downtown St. Paul (where | walk 6 blocks to work) now for 16 months and have two
concerns about the bike loop. | really can’t say that | understand the purpose here. | understand the want to bring
people into downtown, but outside of “sporting events” what do they have to here come for? What is the draw? We
have no real shopping; our skyway retail suites are at least 50% available, | can readily identify the vacant buildings on
7" St and residents really do have to leave the neighborhood to go shop at a Target or go to Grand Ave/Cathedral Hill for
boutique type shopping. We have very few restaurants. Outside of our two parks, Science Museum, and hospitals, what
else is there? Why would a person ride their bike down Jackson St.? Additionally, if | were riding my bike, | wouldn’t be
bringing any money into the neighborhood as | would only be able to buy what | could carry on my back.

My second concern is parking. Parking is already ridiculously bad. Yes, people can park at Union Depot or in parking
structures for $10 a day (also outrageous). There is vast parking available there. But the reality is that people don’t
want to come visit downtown residents when they have to park 4 or more blocks away. People don't like the
inconvenience in the Summer and they like it even less in the Winter. The ballpark is an exciting addition but really, we
can’t expect that everyone will bike or take the lightrail. Because they won’t. Adding bike loops is a lovely

idea. Although I feel it is somewhat shortsighted. If we have bikes we simply MUST have parking. We must. Because if
| can’t drive my car, and my friends won’t visit me, what is the point of my living downtown? | will move. And in talking
to my friends that do live downtown, I’'m sure that many people feel the same way.

We have higher priorities right now, that are much more important than bike loops. We need more than a farmer’s
market on the weekend. We need REAL shopping.

Thank you for hearing my voice.

Laura Ruhl
Administrative Assistant, Catalyst RMO



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Maggie Johnson <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 3:13 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Fw: Draft Bike Plan

On Monday, December 8, 2014 3:07 PM, Maggie Johnson <> wrote:

Mr. Mayor and Reuben,

It is exciting to see the Draft of the St Paul Bike Plan. This is a major step towards safer biking
throughout the twin cities. Thank you for your efforts in this initiative. Along with the opening of the
Green Line, this plan is a great option for commuting, especially in the St Anthony Park
neighborhood.

However, | think the Raymond Ave portion of the Grand Rounds is significantly

problematic. Raymond Ave, as it exists currently is not safe as a bike route and future plans for
changes to Raymond Ave indicate that safety, especially for the bicyclists is not a priority at all. The
success of the Green Line is to be celebrated, but access by bike to and from it, as well as other area
destinations, via Raymond Ave is woefully inadequate and even dangerous for bicyclists.

Substantial efforts towards traffic calming are called for when Phase 2 and 3 of the reconstruction of
Raymond Ave is planned. One of the most challenging stretches of Raymond Ave is the area
between Hampden Ave and Como Ave. Currently, that portion of Raymond Ave is open for all truck
traffic. Local delivery trucks are not an issue, it is the many large, fast moving trucks that use the
avenue as a "through" route north and south. That portion of Raymond Ave is currently designated
as a CSAH. Extending the "no truck” designation that is already in place on the University Ave to
Hampden Ave stretch of Raymond Ave all the way to Como Ave and even beyond to

Larpenteur Ave only makes sense. There are several other options for large trucks that are more
appropriate for trucks of that size, such as Snelling Ave and Hwy 280. It should be noted that the
current 10 year D12 SAP Community Plan calls for a ban on truck traffic and the new D12 Plan being
drafted calls for the same, so this is not a new issue, but merely one that is not being addressed.

Ultimately, the success of the Grand Rounds will be seriously impacted if Raymond Ave continues to
be a dangerous and difficult area for bicyclists. The opportunity to provide a contiguous, safe bike
route throughout the city is sorely needed. The traffic calming measures being considered for Phase
2 and 3 of Raymond Ave must

include a ban on large truck traffic or this success will be greatly impacted.

Thank you again for your efforts in the Draft of the St Paul Bike Plan,
Maggie Johnson



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Matthew Miller <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 10:02 AM Collins,
To: Reuben (CI-StPaul); #CI-StPaul_Ward4 Pelham
Subject: Boulevard Grand Rounds Bikeways Plan

| am a resident of the Desnoyer Park neighborhood in Saint Paul, residing at the intersection of Otis Avenue and Pelham
Boulevard. | am writing to voice my support for a complete overhaul of Pelham Boulevard to incorporate traffic calming
measures, a clear bike route and pedestrian safety features.

Pelham is a conduit for vehicles and pedestrians to reach Mississippi River Boulevard and it sees a ton of traffic, which
has worn out the road and sidewalk significantly. Furthermore, living at the bottom of the hill, we see cars roll through
the stop sign on Otis headed toward Mississippi River Boulevard or turning left toward Marshall Avenue every day,
creating a safety issue. A boulevard median or other traffic calming device is sorely needed.

Lastly, we have a special neighborhood and the residents take great pride in cultivating a safe, friendly and beautiful
place to live. Pelham Boulevard is the most visible and accessible connection point to this community. And it is in need
of repair. The street is heaved, cracked, patched and operates as a highway for those speeding through the
neighborhood.

| hope you can help restore Pelham Boulevard as a safe, well designed and well maintained corridor to a wonderful
neighborhood in Saint Paul.

Sincerely
Matthew Miller



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Oran Ener <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 11:39 AM

To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Support for plan to rebuild Pelham Boulevard in Desnoyer Park

Dear Mr. Collins,

Please accept this email indicating our support to rebuild Pelham Boulevard with a new street with traffic calming signs, a
clear off street bike route, and safe pedestrian crossing features.

Respectfully,

Oran and Ruth Ener, Desnoyer Park
Marita Ener, Desnoyer Park



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Rob Davis <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 1:37 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Yes, bike loop!

Hi,

I hope St. Paul moves forward aggressively on the bike loop and significant additional investments in bike
infrastructure.

Regards,

Rob Davis
Worker in dt. St. Paul, commuting from Highland area



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: Ruth Markowitz <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 1:39 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: Re: info about the biking project

| just read what Bill HOsko said about his concerns for the new proposal. | want to second what Bill says. | have
observed | believe over the years that people don’t listen well to Bill | personally think he cares deeply about our city, it
incredibly generous in his time, fhought and effort and | think he is a very forward thinker. | have considered sending
some of Bills thoughts under my name as | believe he gets discounted and it deeply disturbs me, because his ideas are
good. He sometimes writes too long, but please listen to his ideas. They are substantive, he, cares, he is a year round
bike rider. Do not, do not discount what he says. Thank you, Ruth markowitz



December 9, 2014
To: Rueben Collins, City of Saint Paul

From: Sarah Clark
Saint Paul, MN 55105

RE: Comments on Saint Paul Bike Plan

I applaud the City of Saint Paul’s efforts to make it safer and easier for people to bike to
destinations in the city. It will be better for residents, better for the economic vitality of the city,
and serve to make it a place where people want to live, work and do business. At this moment,
we are far behind Minneapolis and other cities — and it is terrific to see city leaders working to
change that.

Though | am located just two miles from my workplace in Downtown Saint Paul, it is not safe to
bike there — | tried it twice and after close calls on both trips decided it was not worth taking my
life in my hands. If there were better facilities | would most certainly bike. My two teenagers
have been able to bike to some destinations along Summit Avenue, but many motorists turn in
front of them or otherwise make even this designated bike route a challenge.

My specific recommendations are to:

e Definitely move ahead on the Downtown Bike Loop — great that it will be a protected
trail.

e Increase connections between city streets and our wonderful (and safe) off road trails,
including the Bruce Vento Regional Trail, Sam Morgan Trail, and others. Improving
these connections will make it easier for people to get around — and support local
businesses that will benefit from recreational bicyclists coming off the trail and into the
community.

« Identify and fill the obvious gaps — trails that end as they approach downtown, but also
areas across the city where there are “trails to nowhere” and take the steps to create a
seamless network.

e Collaborate with the city’s efforts to make streets walkable as well as bikable — suitable
for people from 8 to 80. B

e Use opportunities (such as the rail spur at the Ford Site and new bridge planning) to take
a big leap forward on trails. The I-35 interchange at Cuyuga is an example of what NOT
to do, and the Lafayette Bridge is deeply flawed. Let’s make this an opportunity to do
better in the future.

Again, kudos to Saint Paul for making biking a priority and creating a plan to thoughtfully
improve the active transportation opportunities in our communities. It will make our city stronger,
safer, and more vital.



Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

From: S. Castle <>

Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 3:56 PM
To: Collins, Reuben (CI-StPaul)

Subject: St. Paul Bicycle Plan

Mr. Collins and the St. Paul Planning Commission,

To the St. Paul Planning Commission:

My name is Sharon Castle, and | have been working in downtown St. Paul for the past 9-1/2 years. | live in
Falcon Heights, just a few blocks from the border with St. Paul.

| am writing to urge you to support the Bike Plan that was discussed at the open hearing on Friday, December
5, 2014. | share some of the same concerns that | heard from others at the hearing (particularly regarding the

lack of adequate bike parking), but overall, the plan shows considerable thought and is essential for St. Paul to
become a desirable city that will attract workers who want to live in St. Paul.

| commute to work by car, bicycle and public transportation, spending a fair amount of time on St. Paul
streets. | also ride recreationally year round on weekends with a group of friends; most routes also utilize St.
Paul streets. These Saturday rides involve stops at area coffee shops, where we all make purchases of coffee
and tasty treats. One can justify a few extra calories after a long ride. Very rarely do we venture into
downtown St. Paul due to the lack of safe bicycle routes.

When | commute by bicycle, | am able to use quiet side streets and the bike lane on Como Avenue until | reach
downtown St. Paul. | consider myself to be a confident, enthused rider on non-icy roads, but riding in
downtown St. Paul is not for the faint of heart. Even using the bike lane on Jackson is nerve-wracking, as there
are few barriers to protect bicycles from cars turning into parking garages on both sides of the street. When |
go to the Y to shower, there is no bicycle parking adjacent to the Y, so | lock my bike to a signpost, making
every effort not to obstruct the adjacent handicap parking space.

In addition to my desire for downtown St. Paul to be more attractive and bike-friendly, | do also want to
support business in downtown St. Paul. It is a common lament among my coworkers that the dearth of
amenities means that errands that could be completed during a lunch hour walk must wait until after working
hours and the dollars spent elsewhere. When out of town consultants are in our office, we tell them that they
should plan to eat lunch before 2:00 or there will be very few nearby quick food options available. They laugh
until they realize we are serious.

One day, | was walking outside in downtown St. Paul, and a young woman stopped me to ask if there was a
coffee shop nearby. | had to pause, because | wanted to be sure to direct her to a place that would be open at
that hour. Again, not as easy as it sounds. | directed her to Black Dog Coffee and Wine Bar in Lowertown.

| do walk to downtown businesses and spend money there, frequently on Wabasha. | hope that the city can
alleviate the concerns of these business owners who are concerned about loss of parking spaces. | do not drive
to these businesses; | spend money there because it is convenient to walk. If there are areas of St. Paul that
are more accommodating and pleasant to walk in, | will enjoy spending my money there.



Two of my children recently graduated from college, and so far, have not purchased cars. They have student
loans to pay. My daughter chose to live in New York, where owning a car is not only unnecessary, but is a
burden. We'd love to have her consider moving back at some point! My husband and | are at a point where we
likely will downsize in the next few years, and a city that embraces the vision laid out in the plan as a desirable
place to live and work would add that city to the list of options we consider. Please continue the progress that
has been made with the bike boulevards such as Charles Avenue, barrier-breaking routes such as the Griggs
Bikeway, and better public transportation.

Thank you for your time.

Sharon Castle

Falcon Heights, MN
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